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The annual Caribbean Conference on Sustainable Tourism Development is part of the information 
dissemination and regional awareness component of CTO’s Strategy for Sustainable Tourism.  It looks at 
how member states can design and implement sustainable tourism policies and programmes offering a 
regional forum for information exchange on the successes and pitfalls of national, regional and 
international initiatives.   Organized by the CTO, it has evolved from the Caribbean Ecotourism 
Conference held from 1991 to 1996. 
 
In the Caribbean, sustainable tourism is understood as the optimal use of natural, cultural, financial and 
human resources for national development on an equitable and self-sustaining basis in order to provide 
a unique visitor experience and an improved quality of life for its citizens through partnerships among 
governments, the private sectors and the communities. 
 
As the most tourism-dependent region in the world, Caribbean tourism stakeholders are faced with 
immense challenges: maintaining the tourist flows necessary to guarantee economic stability; ensuring 
the proper use of resources for the benefit of both locals and visitors and making sure that the resources 
that now attract visitors to our region will be protected and preserved for future generations. The 
relationship between tourism and environment must be intimate and infinite and the importance of this 
relationship is more relevant to the Caribbean because of the different size of each country and the 
varying levels of development and resources.   
 
The question remains: what does the Caribbean want: tourism growth or tourism development? If we 
say development, how do we ensure its sustainability? What elements should be present in a tourism 
product to guarantee its sustainability?  What are the options in the Caribbean?  
 

Sustainable tourism has been increasingly recognized as the only option for survival, irrespective of the 
niche market pursued.  The success of Caribbean tourism is predicated on development that recognizes 
current and future environmental, socio-cultural and economic impacts while addressing the needs of 
the host communities, the visitors, the environment and industry stakeholders. 
 
“Keeping the Right Balance” is the overall theme of our sustainable tourism conferences, 
acknowledging that the sustainability of tourism in the Caribbean requires proper co-ordination and the 
co-operation of all stakeholders, and recognizing the need to maintain the balance between economic, 
environmental and socio-cultural development.  
 
This year’s conference themed:  Keeping the Right Balance: Tourism Development in an Era of 
Diversification comes amidst an intensified thrust to develop the Caribbean more sustainably.                                            

 
 
 



THEMATIC BRIEF 
 

With the latest United Nations report painting a grim picture of the earth’s natural life support systems, 
Caribbean destinations need to find development models that lean heavily towards destination 
sustainability. Greater attention must be placed on the way our destinations are planned, managed and 
marketed, and we must develop sustainability frameworks and strategies that facilitate innovations to 
address urgent matters such as climate risk, waste reduction, community involvement and the so-called 
internet of things. There is an urgent need for the region to be transformational, disruptive, and 
regenerative.    
  
According to the UN Global Assessment Report, coral reefs are flickering out beneath the oceans, 
rainforests are desiccating into savannahs, natural ecosystems have lost about half their area and nature 
is being destroyed at a rate that is tens to hundreds of times higher than the average over the last 10 
million years. 
 
These are some of the issues to be discussed at the 2019 Caribbean Conference on Sustainable Tourism 
Development, more commonly known as the Sustainable Tourism Conference (STC), in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines. STC 2019, which has as its theme, Keeping the Right Balance: Tourism Development in 
an Era of Diversification, comes at a time when there is tremendous pressure on Caribbean economies 
to respond to changes that are impacting the business of tourism.  
 
Enforcing greater preparedness and resilience to climate change and its impacts remains a primary 
concern and priority for the Caribbean. Of equal importance are the changes in consumer consciousness 
which require the region’s tourism sector to be more astute as it relates to tourism planning and the 
management of resources. The Caribbean also needs to be more adroit at responding to challenges 
posed, and opportunities presented, by increasing competition, shifts in consumer demands and 
purchasing preferences driven by social media and networking platforms, the sharing economy, and 
financial technologies.   
 
At the community level, it’s imperative that we enhance local livelihoods through the creation of new, 
varied, and innovative tourism experiences using the natural and man-made assets of Caribbean society. 
At the same time, we must ensure that tourism development plans include provisions for local residents 
to be truly engaged and benefit from tourism.  
 
In this era of tourism diversification marked by transformational shifts that will dictate the local and 
regional response, STC 2019 will be pivotal in bringing to the fore the issues that impact on the future 
sustainability and growth of Caribbean tourism.  
 
Two days of rich discourse among a cadre of high-level speakers, expert panellists, and general 
delegates, will be enhanced by the showcasing of regional benchmarks and best practices in community-
based tourism, financial technologies for medium, small and micro enterprises, business innovation and 
destination competitiveness. The experience will be further strengthened by a full day of study tours 
through which delegates will get to immerse themselves in local communities. 
 
This is the first international conference to be held in the tropical paradise of St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, 32 attractive Caribbean islands and cays wrapped up in one wonderful destination of lush 
tropical rainforest full of eco-adventures, idyllic beaches, coral reefs and turquoise lagoons. 
 
It comes amidst an intensified national thrust towards a greener, more climate resilient country, 
including the construction of a geothermal plant on St. Vincent to complement the country’s hydro and 
solar energy capacity and the restoration of the Ashton Lagoon on Union Island.   


